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APPENDIX 4: GLOSSARY 

Phrase  Definition  

Accessible Green 
Space Standards 

 Model standards devised by English Nature (now Natural England) for 
the provision of ‘natural’ greenspace, i.e. accessible areas that also 
provide potential wildlife habitat.  The model sets out that no person 
should live more than 300m from their nearest area of natural greenspace 
of at least 2ha in size; that there should be at least one accessible 20ha 
site within 2km of home; that there should be one accessible 100ha site 
within 5km of home; and that there should be one accessible 500ha site 
within 10km of home. 

Policies Map 

Maps of the local planning authority's area which must be reproduced 
from, or based on, an Ordnance Survey map; include an explanation of 
any symbol or notation which it uses; and illustrate geographically the 
application of the policies in the adopted development plan.  Where the 
policies map consists of text and maps, the text prevails if the map and 
text conflict. 

Adoption 
The approval, after independent examination, of the final version of a 
Local Plan by a local authority for future planning policy and decision 
making. 

Affordable 
Housing 

Includes affordable rented, social rented and intermediate housing, 
provided to specified eligible households whose needs are not met by the 
market. 

Annual 
Monitoring 
Report (AMR) 

A report produced at least annually assessing progress of the LDS and 
the extent to which policies in Local Development Documents are being 
successfully implemented. 

Appropriate 
Assessment 

A process required by European Directives (Birds Directive 79/409/EEC 
and Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC) to avoid adverse effects of plans, 
programmes and projects on Natura 2000 sites and thereby maintain the 
integrity of the Natura 2000 network and its features. 

Area Action Plan 
(AAP) 

A type of Development Plan Document focused upon an area which will 
be subject to significant change. 

Area of 
Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 
(AONB) 

Areas of national importance for their landscape character and 
appearance, within which the conservation and enhancement of their 
natural beauty is a priority.  A small area of the Cotswolds AONB falls 
within the District. 

Biodiversity A collective term for plants, animals, micro-organisms and bacteria which, 
together, interact in a complex way to create living ecosystems. 

Climate Change 
The lasting and significant change in weather patterns over periods 
ranging from decades to hundreds of years, impacting on river and sea 
levels and the rate of flows on watercourses. 

Community 
Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) 

A levy allowing local authorities to raise funds from owners or developers 
of land undertaking new building projects in their area. 

Conservation 
Area 

A locally designated area of special architectural interest, where the 
character or appearance is desirable to preserve or enhance. 

Development 
Plan 

This includes adopted Development Plan Documents, Neighbourhood 
Plans and the South East Plan. 

Development A type of Local Development Document which carries significant weight in 



Plan Documents 
(DPDs) 

the development control process.  DPDs are spatial planning documents 
which are subject to independent examination. 

Duty to 
Cooperate 

This duty requires local authorities and other public bodies to work 
together on planning issues in the preparation of Local Plans 

Eco-innovation 
hub 

Bicester will aim to attract a ‘green technology’ cluster of environmental 
goods and services businesses 

Embodied 
Energy 

The energy bound up in making the building's materials, transporting 
them to the site and constructing the building. 

Evidence Base The information and data collated by local authorities to support the policy 
approach set out in the Local Plan. 

Examination 
The process by which an independent Planning Inspector may consider 
whether a Development Plan Document is 'sound' before it can be 
adopted. 

European Union 
(EU) Union of European Member States 

Flood Zones 
Areas of land assessed as being of low risk (Flood Zone 1), medium 
(Flood Zone 2), high (Flood Zone 3a) and the functional floodplain (Flood 
Zone 3b). 

Green Belt A designation for land around certain cities and large built-up areas, 
which aims to keep this land permanently open or largely undeveloped. 

Green Buffers 
Green buffers have been identified at the edges of main towns with the 
aim to avoid development in inappropriate locations and coalescence with 
neighbouring settlements. 

Green Corridors 
Green spaces that provide avenues for wildlife movement, often along 
streams, rivers or other natural features.  They often provide pleasant 
walks for the public away from main roads. 

Green 
Infrastructure The network of accessible, multi-functional green and open spaces. 

Gypsies and 
Travellers 

Persons of nomadic habit of life whatever their race or origin, including 
such persons who on grounds only of their own or their family’s or 
dependant’s educational or health needs or old age have ceased to travel 
temporarily or permanently, but excluding members of an organised 
group of travelling show people or circus people travelling together as 
such. 

Habitats 
Regulations 
Assessments 
(HRA) 

HRA is required under the European Directive 92/43/ECC on the 
“conservation of natural habitats and wild fauna and flora for plans” that 
may have an impact of European (Natura 2000) Sites.  HRA is an 
assessment of the impacts of implementing a plan or policy on a Natura 
2000 Site. 

Infrastructure 
All the ancillary works and services which are necessary to support 
human activities, including roads, sewers, schools, hospitals, etc. 
 

Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan 
(IDP) 

The IDP’s role is to identify all items of infrastructure needed to ensure 
the delivery of the growth targets and policies contained in the Local Plan. 
This ensures that an appropriate supply of essential infrastructure is 
provided alongside new homes, workplaces and other forms of 
development. 

Listed Buildings Buildings and structures which are listed by the Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport as being of special architectural and historic interest and 



whose protection and maintenance are the subject of special legislation. 

Local 
Development 
Documents 
(LDDs) 

The collective term for Development Plan Documents, Supplementary 
Planning Documents and a Statement of Community Involvement. 

Local 
Development 
Framework (LDF) 

This term has been replaced by the term ‘Local Plan’. It was used to 
describe a portfolio of Local Development Documents that provide a 
framework for delivering the spatial planning strategy for the area. It also 
contains a number of other documents, including the Annual Monitoring 
Report, and any 'saved' plans that affect the area. 

Local 
Development 
Scheme (LDS) 

This sets out the programme for the preparation of Local Development 
documents. 

Local Plan 

The plan for the local area which sets out the long-term spatial vision and 
development framework for the district and strategic policies and 
proposals to deliver that vision. This replaces the Local Development 
Framework. 

Local Strategic 
Partnership 
(LSP) 

A group of people and organisations from the local community including 
from public, private, community and voluntary sectors within a local 
authority area, with the objective of improving the quality of life of the local 
community. 

Local Transport 
Plan (LTP) A transport strategy prepared by the County Council. 

Localism Act 
2011 

The Localism Act introduced changes to the planning system (amongst 
other changes to local government) including making provision for the 
revocation of Regional Spatial Strategies, introducing the Duty to 
Cooperate and Neighbourhood Planning. 

National Planning 
Policy 
Framework 
(NPPF) 

This sets out the Governments planning policies. Replaces many of the 
previous Planning Policy Statements. 

Neighbourhood 
Plans 

Introduced by the Localism Act, neighbourhood development plans will be 
part of the development plan.  In Cherwell District, any neighbourhood 
plans produced will be prepared by parish and town councils.  They must 
be in conformity with the Local Plan and national planning policy.  The 
neighbourhood plan can be used to enable development, but not prevent 
it. For example, the Neighbourhood Plan will have to incorporate the 
strategic housing targets for the area as a minimum, but may propose 
additional development.  The Council has produced a Neighbourhood 
Planning Protocol explaining the process, at 
http://www.cherwell.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning/index.cfm?articleid=8
571 
 

Oxford/Cambridg
e corridor 

The aim of this is to promote and accelerate the development of the 
unique set of educational, research and business assets and activities 
 

Performance 
Engineering  

Advanced manufacturing / high performance engineering encompass 
activities which are high in innovation and the application of leading edge 
technology, and which form a network of businesses which support, 
compete and learn from each other. 



 

Planning & 
Compulsory 
Purchase Act 
2004 

This Act updated the 1990 Town & Country Planning Act. The Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 introduced a new statutory system of 
regional and local planning and has since been amended by the Localism 
Act 2011 

Planning 
Inspectorate 

The Government body responsible for providing independent inspectors 
for planning inquiries and for examinations of development plan 
documents and statements of community involvement 

Planning Policy 
Guidance (PPG) 

Produced by central Government setting out national planning guidance. 
These have been replaced by the NPPF. 

Planning Policy 
Statement (PPS) 

Produced by central Government setting out national planning guidance. 
These have been replaced by the NPPF. 

Regeneration The economic, social and environmental renewal and improvement of 
rural and urban areas. 

Regulations 
This means “The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012” unless indicated otherwise. Planning authorities must 
follow these when preparing Local Plans. 

Saved Policies Policies in historic Local Plans and Structure Plans are 'saved' and 
therefore will continue to be used until replaced by a new Local Plan. 

Site Specific 
Allocations 

Site specific proposals for specific or mixed uses or development. Policies 
will identify any specific requirements for individual proposals. 

Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) 

A SSSI is a national designation indicating one of the country’s very best 
wildlife and/or geological sites. 

Soundness 

Development Plan Documents are required to be sound when judged 
against tests set out in the NPPF.   In summary, to be sound they must be 
justified, effective, consistent with national policy, and have satisfied the 
legal procedural requirements. 

South East Plan 
(SEP) (now 
revoked) 

One of the Regional Spatial Strategies which have been revoked by 
Government.  The South East Plan was approved in May 2009 and set 
out the long term spatial planning framework for the region for the years 
2006-2026.  It was revoked by the Government in March 2013 with the 
exception of two policies. 

Spatial Planning 

Spatial planning goes beyond traditional land use planning to bring 
together and integrate policies for the development and use of land with 
other policies and programmes and stake holders which influence the 
nature of places and how they function. 

Special Areas of 
Conservation 
(SAC) 

A SAC is an area which has been given special protection under the 
European Union’s Habitats Directive.  

Statement of 
Community 
Involvement 
(SCI) 

The SCI sets out standards to be achieved by the local authority in 
relation to involving the community in the preparation, alteration and 
continuing review of all LDDs and in development control decisions. It is 
subject to independent examination. In respect of every LDD the local 
planning authority is required to publish a statement showing how it 
complied with the SCI. 

Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment 

An assessment of the environmental effects of policies, plans and 
programmes, required by European legislation, which will be part of the 
public consultation on the policies. 



(SEA) 

Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessment 
(SFRA) 

An assessment carried out by local authorities to inform their knowledge 
of flooding, refine the information on the Flood Map and determine the 
variations in flood risk from all sources of flooding across and from their 
area. 

Strategic 
Housing Land 
Availability 
Assessment 
(SHLAA) 

A study to identify sites with potential for housing, assess their housing 
potential and assess when they are likely to be developed. 

Strategic 
Housing Market 
Assessment 
(SHMA) 

SHMAs are studies required by Government of local planning authorities 
to identify housing markets, and their characteristics, that straddle district 
boundaries. Their purpose is to inform Local Plans in terms of housing 
targets, housing need, demand, migration and commuting patterns and 
the development of planning and housing policy. 

Structure Plan 

A plan produced by the County Council under the previous planning 
system. The Oxfordshire Structure Plan was replaced by the RSS (South 
East Plan – now revoked) apart from three policies - T7: Service Areas, 
H2: Upper Heyford, and M2: Sand and Gravel. 

Submission When a Plan Document is sent to the Secretary of State for independent 
examination. 

Supplementary 
Planning 
Document (SPD) 

These cover a wide range of issues on which the plan making authority 
wishes to provide guidance to supplement the policies and proposals in 
Development Plan Documents. There is no independent examination for 
an SPD. 

Supplementary 
Planning 
Guidance (SPG) 

The previous term used for Supplementary Planning Documents. 

Sustainable 
Drainage 
Systems (SuDS) 

SuDS seek to manage surface water as close to the source as possible, 
mimicking surface water flows arising from a site prior to the proposed 
development.  Typically SuDS involve a move away from piped systems 
to softer engineering solutions inspired by natural drainage processes. 

Sustainability 
Appraisal (SA) 

The process of assessing the economic, social and environmental effects 
of a proposed plan. This process implements the requirements of the 
SEA Directive. Required to be undertaken for all DPDs. 

Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy (SCS) 

Sets an overall strategic direction and long-term vision for the economic, 
social and environmental wellbeing of an area. 

Sustainable 
Development 

A widely used definition drawn up by the World Commission on 
Environment and Development in 1987: "development that meets the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs". 

Travelling 
Showpeople 

Members of a group organised for the purpose of holding fairs, circuses 
or shows (whether or not travelling together as such). 

Windfalls 
Sites which have not been specifically identified as available in the Local 
Plan process. They normally comprise previously - developed sites that 
have unexpectedly become available. 

 



 

 

 

 
 


